[The effect of immunoscintigraphy with monoclonal antibodies on assays of hormones and tumor markers. This is not the end of the matter!].
The use of monoclonal antibodies in medicine for in-vivo diagnostic methods and for therapeutic purposes will increase in the future. Although monoclonal antibodies possess a high specificity, the animal origin of these antibodies remains a problem. Repeated administration of animal monoclonal antibodies (in vivo) may induce the formation of human antibodies against these monoclonal antibodies. Because animal monoclonal antibodies are also used in laboratory assays (in vitro), the presence of human antibodies against these animal monoclonal antibodies may cause spuriously elevated or depressed results of these assays. The clinician should be alert to this possibility. A case history is presented to demonstrate the problem.